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interconnected in the system. When a new drawer is added to the system, a new unique 
identifier is assigned to the new drawer ensuring that the unique identifiers previously 
assigned to the other drawers are not used to identify the new drawer. 




IN THE CLAIMS: 

A clean version of the entire set of pending claims is as follows: 



(Amended) A method of managin Jinput/output drawers within a data processing 
system, the method comprising: / 

assigning a unique identifier to each of a pluraUty of input/output drawers; and 
storing the unique identifier in memor>r, 
wherein the unique identifier is used by an operating system to identify the 
plurality of input/output drawers regardless of how the input/output drawers are 
interconnected by cables, such that addresses used when accessing devices contained 
within said plurality of input/outout drawers do not change when reconfiguring at least 
one of the input/output drawers Avithin the data processing system. 

2. (Amended) The method as^ecited in claim 1, further comprising; 

responsive to a determination that a new input/output drawer has been added to 
the data processing system, assigning a new unique identifier to the new input/output 
drawer, wherein the new unique identifier is different fi-om any of the unique identifiers 
previously assigned, such that each of the plurahty of input/output drawers maintains the 
same unique identifier. 



3. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the method is performed in a service 
processor. 



4. (Amended) The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the unique identifier and the 
new unique identifien are stored in a device tree. 
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5. (Amended) The method as recited in claim 2, wheiin the unique identifier comprise 



device nodes and location codes. 



6. The method as recited in claim 4, wherein fic device tree is stored in a system 
memory. 



7. The method as recited in claim 2, furthef comprising: 

updating a device tree to reflect a conjuration of the data processing system 
after inclusion of the new input/output draww. 

8. (Amended) A computer program produfct in a computer readable media for use in a 
data processing system for managing inp/t/output drawers within the data processing 
system, the computer program product cbmprising: 

first instructions for assigning ^unique identifier to each of a plurality of 
input/ou^ut drawers; and 

second instructions for storing the unique identifier in memory; 

wherein the unique identific/ is used by an operating system to identify the 
plurality of input/output drawers regardless of how the input/output drawers are 
interconnected by cables, such thai addresses used when accessing devices contained 
within said plurality of input/output drawers do not change when reconfiguring at least 
one of the input/ou^ut drawers within the data processing system. 



9. (Amended) The computer /rogram product as recited in claim 8, further comprising: 
third instructions, responsive to a determination that a new input/output drawer 
has been added to the data p/ocessing system, for assigning a new unique identifier to the 
new input/output drawer, wherein the new unique identifier is different from any of the 
unique identifiers previou^y assigned, such that each of the plurality of input/output 
drawers maintains the same unique identifier. 
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10.(Amended) The computer program product Jrecited in claim 8, wherein said first and 
second instructions are executed in a service protessor. 

1 1 .(Amended) The computer program product/as recited in claim 9, wherein the unique 
identifier and the new unique identifier are stored in a device tree. 

12. (Amended) The computer program prod&ct as recited in claim 9, wherein the unique 
identifier comprise device nodes and location codes. 

/ 

13. The computer program product ^ recited in claim 1 1, wherein the device tree is 
stored in a system memory. 

14. The computer program product as recited in claim 9, further comprising: 
fourth instructions for updating a device tree to reflect a configuration of the data 

processing system after inclusion of the new input/output drawer. 

1 5. (Amended) A system for managing input/output drawers within a data processing 
sjretem, the system comprising: 

first means for assigning a jinique identifier to each of aplurality of input/output 
drawers; and 

second means for storing |he unique identifier in memory; 
wherein the unique identi^er is used by an operating system to identify the 
plurality of input/output draweriregardless of how the input/output drawers are 
interconnected by cables, such that addresses used when accessing devices contained 
within said plurality of input/output drawers do not change when reconfiguring at least 
one of the input/output drawers witiiin the data processing system. 

16.(Amended) The system as/recited in claim 15, further comprising: 

third means, responsive to a determination that a new input/output drawer has 
been added to the data proc|ssing system, for assigning a new unique identifier to the 
new input/output drawer, wherein the new unique identifier is different fiom any of the 
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unique identifiers previously assigned, such th^t^ch of the plurality of input/output 
drawers maintains the same unique identifier.y 

17. (Amended) The system as recited in cla^l5, wherein said first and second means are 
executed in a service processor, 

18. (Amended) The system as recited ii/claim 16, wherein the unique identifier and the 
new unique identifier are stored in a device tree. 

19. (Amended) The system as reci^ in claim 16, wherein the unique identifier comprise 
device nodes and location codes/ 

20. The system as recitedyln claim 1 8, wherein the device tree is stored in a system 
memory. 



21. The system as redted in claim 1 6, fiulher comprising: 

fourth means forfupdating a device tree to reflect a configuration of the data 
processing system afterfinclusion of the new input/output drawer. 
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